Psalm 110

Psalm 110 has the distinction of being the single
passage in all the Old Testament with the most citations
in the New Testament. In all, it is quoted or alluded to 24
times. Verse 1 furnishes key arguments in the three
synoptic gospels and the book of Hebrews. It is one of
Peter’s major texts for his appeal at Pentecost in Acts.
Verse 4 underlies two whole chapters of Hebrews.

The Lord Jesus, Peter, and the writer of Hebrews were
able to bolster their messages with this passage for one
reason: Their audience clearly understood it to be about
the Messiah, the coming King and Son of David. They
recognized that if David was the author of the Psalm,
verse 1 must refer to a Lord greater than him. That
Lord’s reign must be future. His priesthood in the order
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of Melchizedek likewise could not be established with
the order of priesthood under Aaron and his descendants
still holding office under the law of Moses.

With the reality of the Messiah’s reign understood and
accepted, all Israel looked for the one who was to come.
Who could He be? Peter proved to them it was “Jesus of
Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty
works and wonders and signs that God did through him
in your midst, as you yourselves know” (Acts 2:22).

Notes

110:1, 4, 5: There are three Hebrew words translated as Lord: The
LORD (Jehovah) begins verses 1,2, and 4. Lord (adon) in verse 1
often refers to a human authority or overseer. Lord (adonai) in
verse 5 is used almost exclusively for a deity.

1. Read Matthew 22:41-45. Then identify the person and fill in the blanks in verse 1:

The Lord who?

Says to MYy whose?

Lord who?

“Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.”

2. What is the Lord Jesus saying about Himself?

3. Why could these verses not simply apply to David?

4. It has been said that the great parenthesis of prophetic history, the church age, fits between verses 1 and

2 of this Psalm. How so?
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5. What does verse 3 refer to?

6. Fill in the blanks again for verses 4 and 5a:

The LORD who? has sworn and will not change his mind, “You who>
are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.” The Lord who? [is] at your
whose? right hand ...

7. What is the importance of priesthood in the order of Melchizedek? How is it different from the Aaronic
priesthood?

8. What are the victories over enemies foretold in verses 1, 2, 5, and 6?

9. What might be the meaning of verse 7?



